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UPCOMING EVENTS TO WATCH FOR 

Please patronize local  
businesses advertised  

in your newsletter 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL NEWLY  

INSTALLED OFFICERS! 
 

Sunday, July 4, 2021 

Free fireworks display at dusk 
out by Pavilion 

Free Admission 
 

Hamburgers & brats cooked 
on grill, chips, corn on cob,  

& dessert  

$7.00 per plate 

Cash bar for beverages, water 

 

IMPORTANT  

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS  
COMING UP:  

July 6, 2021 
NO Post & Auxiliary 

Meeting  

Post Executive Board  

July 20, 2021 
NO Auxiliary Executive  

Board Meeting  

July 27, 2021 
NO SAL Membership  

Meeting  

August 3, 2021 
NO  Post & Auxiliary 

Meeting  

NO Post Executive Board  

August 17, 2021 
NO Auxiliary Executive  

Board Meeting  

August 24, 2021 
NO SAL Membership  

Meeting 
 

MEETINGS ARE 
CANCELLED FOR 
JULY  & AUGUST 

 

Post 143 needs and requests the support and 
attendance of all Post, SAL, and Auxiliary  
members at  Post-sanctioned functions. 

 

Be sure to review the new website for  
Post 143 at hillgazettepost143.org for any up-
coming events and other pertinent updates 

It’s not the amount you pay 
to be a member but the 

price you pay to be eligible! 

 

Masks and temperature 
taking no longer re-
quired.  Stay Safe! 

Be sure to check out the 
amazing pictures and/or 
info on the last page of 

the newsletter! 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT  
DINNERS ARE BACK!  
BE SURE TO COME & 
SUPPORT THE POST!! 

 
Saturday, July 31, 2021 
Auxiliary Annual Yard 

Sale 9am-3pm 

Tables $15 each 
(add’l info on Pg 10) 

Sunday, August 8, 2021 
GOLD STAR FAMILIES 

VJ DAY MEMORIAL 
SERVICE 

(add’l info on Pg 11) 
 

Enjoy your summer 
vacation time with 
family & friends!  
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Post Commander Update—Greg Inman 

Your Post thanks 

and appreciates all 

those who help in 

our efforts to assist 

our veterans. 

2021/2022 Post Officers 
Commander Greg Inman 

Sr Vice Open 

Jr Vice Mike Green 

Adjutant Terry Mazzarese 

Finance Officer Greg Inman  

Judge Advocate Mike Green 

Chaplain Doug Elgie 

Historian Phil Harrison 

Sgt-at-Arms Bill Davis 

Service Officer Mike Giles 

Color Guard Chairperson Open 

Unserviceable, used and/or torn American Flags can be dropped off at any time by the Post 143 

hall door or Clubroom door for proper ceremonial disposal.  The purpose of The American Legion 

in adopting this ceremony is to encourage proper respect for the Flag of the United States and to 

provide for disposal of unserviceable flags in a dignified manner.  The flag is a precious symbol of 

all that we and our comrades have worked for, lived for, and died for a free Nation of free men, 

true to the faith of the past, devoted to the ideals and practice of Justice, Freedom and Democracy.  

WELCOME NEW   
POST MEMBERS! 

Greetings Legionnaires, 
 

 One of the benefits 
of submitting my newslet-
ter article last is that both 
Auxiliary and SAL have 
done a wonderful job high-
lighting the events that 
have taken place over the 
last couple of months. I'd 
like to echo their thoughts 
and share my gratitude to 
all of those that contribut-
ed to the success of the 
Memorial Day Parade and 
activities as well as the 
Flag Retirement ceremo-
ny.  Please come out and 
see all the great work that 
has been done to improve 
the grounds. 
 

 As we move into the 
summer months, look in 
the mail for membership 
renewal opportunities. As 
a reminder, those that 
submit their renewal prior 
to November 1st are eligi-
ble to be entered into a 
drawing for a free year of 
membership. You may al-
so have noticed on Face-
book that we are planning 
a 4th of July celebration 
out by the pavilion. Look 

for additional details on 
FB. 
 

 As we move into 
this next year, we would 
love to see you around 
the Post for the activities, 
dinners, or just come 
down and say hi. I know 
many of you have like-
ly been staying close to 
home for a while, so stop 
down and say hi and en-
joy a beverage and some 
good conversation.  
 

 As you know, we 
take July and August off 
for regular meetings but 
we are available to chat if 
something is on your 
mind.  Our meetings will 
resume the first Tuesday 
in September.  Hope to 
see you there. 
 

For God and Country 
Greg 
 



 The Post 143 family rallied to-
gether to provide an excellent Memorial 
Day Parade experience for our mem-
bers, community residents, and busi-
ness owners in remembering those ser-
vice men and women who paid the ulti-
mate price to defend our freedom.  As 
Americans, we are forever grateful to 
our service men and women for their 
time, talent, and service to this great na-
tion.  On June 13, the Post conducted 
the Flag Retirement Ceremony which 
honors our active military, veterans, and 
the symbolism for which the American 
flag represents. The SAL congratulates 
the Post for conducting these remarka-
ble events.  
 The 2022 SAL Membership re-
newal period has commenced. Please 
remit your membership dues to Atten-
tion: SAL, 96 Churchill Rd, Auburn Hills 
MI 48326.  The 2022 membership dues 
are $25 SAL, $15 under 21 and $12 Du-
al membership. By submitting your 2022 

SAL Commander Update – Steve Bliven 
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WELCOME NEW   
SAL MEMBERS! 

Stephen Ritze  

2021/2022 SAL Officers 
Commander Steve  Bliven 

1st Vice Allan Blascak 

2nd Vice Rick Cherry, Jr 

Adjutant Steve Bliven 

Finance Officer Al Blascak 

Chaplain Open 

Historian Open 

Sgt-at-Arms Mel Pohl 

Post Advisor Greg Inman 

Service Officer Mike Giles 

2021/2022 Auxiliary Officers 
President Kelly Vondra 

1st Vice open 

2nd Vice Laura  Cubba 

Secretary Mari-Harvey Edwards 

Sgt-at-Arms Linda Kaarle 

Treasurer Donna  Harned 

Chaplain Connie Wright 

Historian Open 

Past President Mary Becker 

Poppy Chair Mari Harvey-Edwards 

WELCOME NEW 2021 

  AUXILIARY MEMBERS! 

Kim Moss 

 

 I hope all are doing well and 
staying safe. I was elected to be Aux-
iliary President and am so humbled. I 
look forward to this new year. As a 
special project, I have committed to 
organizing a crew to help in recruit-
ing. As most of you know, we have 
been shorthanded. So, it is my pas-
sion to get a great team to work to-
gether to achieve our goals. It is 
about our service NOT self. Giving 
back to those who give or have given 
so much is why I am so involved. As 
many know, I am a grandchild of a 
WWII veteran and sincerely under-
stand what his sacrifice was. So 
please if you can find time to join us 
on a zoom call to see what kind of 
help we are looking for, send me an 
email; and I will make sure you are 
on the next zoom call invite list. 
kvondra@yahoo.com 
 The week before Memorial 
Day, we put flags on most of our past 
members grave sites at White Chapel. 

This has been a very hard 
task in the past few years 
as some of the sites are 
very hard to find due to negligence. 
This year I had a group from St. 
Mary's Preparatory High School, 
Orchard Lake, come in. They were a 
huge help in locating, cleaning, plac-
ing a flag and setting GPS locations 
on the find-a-grave app that I setup. I 
am very grateful for all their help. 
Hopefully, next year will be much 
easier. We always welcome more 
help cleaning some more sites. If you 
have time this summer and want to 
help, you can contact me. This past 
Memorial Day, we had our annual 
parade in town and picnic afterward. 
Channel 4 news was on site inter-
viewing our local veterans/members. 
Our Post was the lead story on 5 
o'clock news. It is a very interesting 
and exciting segment and has been 
uploaded to our Facebook page for 
your convenience.  
(Continued on Page 10) 

membership dues by 
October 31, you will be 
entered into the Early 
Bird Drawing where three lucky 
winners will receive a free 2023 
SAL membership. We have 
plenty of room for more mem-
bers, so please encourage your 
family, friends, neighbors, co-
workers, etc. who are eligible to 
join the SAL family.  
 As we enter the summer 
months, I wish the entire Post 
143 family good health and safe 
travels during the vacation sea-
son. The SAL officers and I look 
forward to meeting with you at 
our monthly meetings 
(4th Tuesday each month, 7pm 
starting in September), at the 
clubroom, and at the various 
Post 143 events. 
 
Steve Bliven, SAL Commander 

Auxiliary President Update – Kelly Vondra 

Volume 6, Issue 4 
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PRAYERS REQUESTED for good 
health for all of our Post, SAL, and  

Auxiliary Members! 
Prayers requested for families of:  

 
Auxiliary member Rose Elgie recuperating from  

surgery in May 
Auxiliary member Connie Wright hospitalized in June 

 
 

5th – Chester Bartle 

8th – Marilyn Kwolik 

10th – Evelyn Ross 

11th – Sharon McCoury 

12th – Andrew Myatt 

13th – Connie Wright 

18th – Sandi Ferrell 

18th – Mary Wall 

19th – Joe Lafnear, Sr 

24th – Nancy Damron 
 

July Anniversaries 
7/4/15–Clinton & Kimberly Westover 

7/7/? – Joe & Elissa Lafnear II 

7/8/05 – Greg & Lisa Inman 

7/8/? - James & Leslie Thompson 

7/12/86 – Al & Trish Blascak 

July Birthdays 

3rd – Michael Robert Modders 

6th – Dan Becker 

10th – John Popp 

13th – Patrick Irish 

13th – Rose Elgie 

18th – Kitty Dault 

19th – Joe Lafnear II 

22nd – Juliana Damron 

24th – Mike Green 

25th – Ben Kolasinski 

29th – Adam Blascak 
 

August Birthdays 
1st – Debbie Reyes 

4th – Linda Shaffer 

4th – Beverly Green 

Chaplain’s Corner—Connie Wright 

If you would like to include 

an article, comment, 

notice, or upcoming event 

in the newsletter, please 

send your request to 

malpost143@yahoo.com 

State your request and 

someone will get back to 

you as soon as possible. 

   

Post 143 Hall & Pavilion Rentals 

• Ample lighted parking 
• Hall Capacity up to 230  
• Funeral luncheons 
• Bridal Showers, Weddings 
• Quinceaneras 
• Qualified Bartenders 
• Outdoor Pavilion for outdoor parties  
 

 

Whoever said the 
pen is stronger than 
the sword obviously 
never encountered 
automatic weapons. 

Douglas MacArthur 
 

WORDS OF 
WISDOM 

 

Engage your brain be-
fore you engage your 

weapon 
General James Mattis 

 

If you find yourself in 
a fair fight, you  
didn’t plan your  

mission properly. 
David Hackworth 

 

The pessimist complains 

about the wind,  

the optimist expects it to 

change, 

the realist adjusts the 

sails. 
William Arthur Ward 

 

The optimist invents the  

aeroplane, the pessimist  the 

parachute. 

George Bernard Shaw 

Birthdays 
& Anniversaries 

 
• Member’s Discount Available 
• Class Reunions 
• Graduations 
• Birthday Celebrations & more! 

Call for Availability & Reservations: 

Call Post 248-852-4880 (leave message) 
 

Be sure to consider booking your  
next Party with us! 

7/16/77 – Tom & Anne Cavalier 

7/ 21/ 73 – Chester & Sue Bartle 

7/ 26/ 69 – Phillip & Diana Neff 

7/ 29/ 77 – Bob & Pat Schmaltz 

7/ 29/ 06 – Shaun & Michelle Pate  
 

August Anniversaries 
8/2/96 – Kelly & Steve Vondra 

8/6/? – Laura & Jim Cubba 

8/9/69 – Robert & Dawn Modders 

8/27/66 – Jack & Lynn Hunn 

8/29/81 – Doug & Rose Elgie  
 

The newsletter is no longer being 
mailed through the postal ser-
vice.  To ensure you receive the 
newsletter, be sure to forward 
your email address to:  
malpost143@yahoo.com  

The birthday, anniversary, email, and address lists are always in need of updating. Any member who does not see their birth-
day or anniversary listed is asked to send your information to the Post either by mail to PO Box 214183, Auburn Hills, MI 48321 

Attn: Newsletter Editor malpost143@yahoo.com OR email to newsletter@hillgazettepost143.org 
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Local American Legion News 

A Salute to all our veterans for their service to our great country! 

Bar Chairman Update—Steve Bliven 

YOUR OLD KEYS ARE ALWAYS 
NEEDED, aluminum can tabs, 
door knobs, brass, miscellaneous 
steel!  The Clubroom continues to collect 
old keys, brass, miscellaneous steel and/or 
locks to use for raising funds for medical 
dialysis machines in local hospitals for chil-
dren. Keys, old door knobs, locks, miscella-
neous metal pieces, etc., can be dropped off 
outside the clubroom door. 
 
Clubroom/Post Phone No. 248-852-4880 
 

CLUBROOM ACTIVITIES/VOLUNTEERS 
Post, Auxiliary, and SAL members can be vol-
unteer bartenders and are always needed for 
the Clubroom!  Call Steve at 248-852-4880 if 
you have any questions or would like to volun-
teer!  
 
 
 
 

Movie Night  
Popcorn provided free to all!  Be 

sure to make a request for a  
movie you want to see!  

 
 

Per Governor of Michi-
gan, masks or temp taking 
no longer required. 
 
 

 Always accepting your worn 
or ripped American flags for proper 
ceremonial disposal. 
They can be dropped off 
anytime. Just place in 
a bag and leave outside 
our hall or clubroom 
door. 

 
Many games in 
clubroomépool 
table, dart board, 
bowling video 
game. Also pull 
tabs, internet 
jukebox, and 

ATM located inside the clubroom 
with inexpensive service fee. 
 

2ÅÆÅÒ ÔÏ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÕÐÃÏÍȤ
ÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ #ÌÕÂÒÏÏÍȦ 

 

House Chairman Update—Steve Bliven 

Getting ready for summer and outside gatherings in the warm air and sun-
shine!  Fireworks display 7/4 outside Pavilion. Free admission! Food and 
beverages for purchase will be available.  
 
Pavilion made ready for outside gatherings by five of our Legion members. 

• Volunteers are always needed.   
• Please contact Post 143 at 248-852-4880 to advise when you are able to help!  

  
 

Call Clubroom for 

news of  

KARAOKE 

NIGHTS! 
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81st Memorial Day Parade Memories—clickondetroit.com 

Auburn Hills Memorial Day parade returns in 
full after last yearôs quiet, spur-of-the-moment 
event . 
Small tribute held in 2020 

 

Click on the link to see the video.  Auburn Hills Memorial Day parade returns in full 
after last year’s quiet, spur-of-the-moment event (clickondetroit.com)  

 

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. – Auburn Hills was among several Metro Detroit communi-
ties holding a Memorial Day parade on Monday.  While thatôs not unusual, some 
may be surprised to learn there was a parade in 2020, too -- despite the pandemic -- 
and the parade was held almost in secret. 

Images before, during and after the parade.  Community cookout for all followed the parade. 
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https://www.clickondetroit.com/topic/Auburn_Hills/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/topic/Memorial_Day/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/topic/COVID_Pandemic/


Sunday, June 13, 2021—Flag Retirement Ceremony 
The purpose of The American Legion in adopting this ceremony is to encourage proper respect for 

the Flag of the United States and to provide for disposal of unserviceable flags in a dignified manner.  

 

Many thanks to our  
marvelous Marvin for cook-

ing hot dogs and hamburgers 
for the community after the 

parade! 

Bob & Marie Hill Mike Giles & UAW Veterans rep 

(l-r) Mary Haight, Margaret UAW Veterans Commit-
tee, Mike Green & UAW Veterans Committee rep 

Boy Scout Troop 256, Pack 17 
& Mike Giles 

Darlene Macmillan 

Left—Commentators 
from UAW Veterans 
Committee along 
with Post members 

Right—Flag lowered 
and new flag raised 
by Boy Scout Troop 
256, Pack 17 with 
assistance from Post 
member, Mike Giles  

  

Kelly Vondra Jean Russell 
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Normally, we would have already scheduled our annual picnic with the veterans shelter in Detroit, but unfortu-
nately, I was not able to schedule that due to them no longer being able to bus around 50 of the guys/gals to us 
like they normally would do as the insurance for their bus was made extremely HIGH and no longer affordable 
for the shelter. This really saddens me as they really can use our help. I will be making trips down to take them 
essential items they need as need. I am collecting NEW (due to the virus) daily essential items, clothing, bed-
ding, etc. If you would like to donate any of these new items, contact me through my email. Wilwin lodge needs 
items. See the list and who they are below. If you can donate, please contact them at wilwinlodge.com. 

Laundry Soap (Liquid Only), Bleach, Dryer Sheets, Toilet Bowl Cleaner, Toilet Bowl Brushes 
(10), Dish Soap, Paper Towels, Paper Plates - Sturdy, Paper Bowls - Sturdy, Soft Scrub, Steak 
knife sets (4), 13x9 & 8x8 casserole pans, Cookie sheets, Coffee Pots (10), Lightweight small 
vacuums for the cabins, Scrubbier Sponges, Brillo Pads, Pledge - polishing spray, Lysol Sprays, 
Mr. Clean, Comet, New Throw Rugs/Entry Rugs, Storage Totes (Large & Small), Garbage Bags 
(Kitchen, Heavy Duty, and small), Mattress Pad Covers (K-Q-F-T), Pillow Cases (K-Q-F-T), 
Outdoor Entry Rugs, Boot Brushes (8), Sand box toys (4), Sturdy Pots and Pans, Mixing Bowls 
w/Lids, Bug/Mosquito Spray, Solar Powered Yard Light, Portable Radios with Battery back-ups, 
(Walkie-Talkies) for the cabins (Electric), Park Benches - new benches needed for around the 2 
fire pits and around the property, A contact of someone who can or would reupholster a few 
cushions for the wicker furniture in the main house, 3 sets of back cushions and seat cushions for 
the Swing, 3 sets of back cushions and seat cushions for the Love Seat, 2 sets of back cushions 
and seat cushions for the chairs. 

 

Wilwin Lodge at Cygnet Cove was founded to serve all veterans regardless of affiliation. This premier 
retreat was established to provide a sanctuary for rest and recuperation for our disabled combat veter-
ans: to offer a place for reuniting and reconnecting families after military deployments; and to provide 
therapeutic and recreational activities adding in the healing process for Post-Traumatic Stress Disor-
der and Traumatic Brain Injury patients. 

 

We are currently looking to plan a family day/movie day outside in the pavilion sometime this sum-
mer, make sure you like our Facebook page so you get updates on when we will be hosting this and 
any other activities. 

 
• 18th District has decided to host a training meeting at our legion on August 14 from 9am-12 noon, they 

will be going over each of the positionôs duties and insight for your new position or a position you may 
be considering. Please try to attend 

• 18th district is also hosting a Gold Star Family Memorial Service on August 8th at 1pm at Perry Mount 
Cemetery 878 N. Perry St in Pontiac. ALL are welcome and encouraged to come just bring or wear your 
colors, etc. 

• We have scheduled our annual Yard Sale at the Pavilion for July 31st 9am-3pm. If you would like a ta-
ble, they are $15 for the day, just call the clubroom at 248-852-4880 to be put on the list. You pay the 
fee on the day you come. Thank You to Mary Spicer for helping and planning this day. 

 

We are still in need of more help on our board to have a complete set of members. As of now, we are in desper-
ate need of a 1st Vice. Mostly someone to take over the membership duties from me as I need the time to do my 
President duties. There are many other small positions that would be very useful. Please let me know if you 
would like to help. We are back to in-person meetings in the post hall. They are the first Tuesday of every 
month at 7pm except for July and August. Hope to see some new faces in September. 

 

Thank you, yours in service, 

Kelly Vondra kvondra@yahoo.com 
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——————————————————————————————- 

PLEASE PROMOTE YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES: 
Contact American Legion at 248.852.4880 to be added to our growing list!   
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Be courteous! 

Be kind! 

DID YOU KNOW? 

GOLD STAR FAMILIES VJ DAY MEMORIAL SERVICE  

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8, 2021 1:00 P.M.  

PERRY MOUNT PARK CEMETERY 

878 N. PERRY STREET, PONTIAC MICHIGAN,  
AT THE VETERANS MEMORIAL INSIDE THE CEMETERY  

 
ALL ARE INVITED...BRING YOUR COLORS AND BANNERS  

SPONSORED BY:  

VFW DISTRICT 5, VFW AUXILIARY DISTRICT 5, AMERICAN LEGION 
DISTRICT 18, VFW AUXILIARY POST 1370, AMVETS POST 10  


